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facturcs, and in a freely trading world their appetite for British
goods would be very great.

My own profession^ which I know best, gives a good example of
the trend. In all the Balkan countries there are not more than
two or three professional British newspaper correspondents. They
cannot work there. There should be several of these men in each
capital, but they cannot work. If they wish to stay, they must
transmit only official hand-outs. The slightest attempt freely to
depict for-and-against currents in the domestic or foreign policy
of that particular country brings expulsion. They can count on
no support from the British Government or any other quarter.

Without any specific charge whatever, their livelihoods can.be
wrecked, their homes broken up at a moment's notice. Just
'out you go, within forty-eight hours', and that's that. They may
be given an official report which describes a protest meeting of
bishops, priests and churchgoers as 'a Communist demonstration'.
If they suggest, in their dispatches,.that this is a wrong description,
out they go.

This process began in Germany, under National Socialism, and
has now extended to many other countries. In all these years, if I
remember rightly, while one British correspondent after-another.
was being expelled from Germany, only one real German cor-
respondent, the London representative of the Nazi Volkiscker
Beobachter, was expelled from England, and unless the initials that
appear under some of the London messages in that newspaper
to-day are misleading, he has been allowed to return.

But in each of the Balkan capitals there are ten, twenty or thirty
professional German newspaper correspondents. They are well-
paid and well-situated men, closely organized in their local
association, which in its turn works in the closest collaboration
with the German Legation; they write freely and do not hesitate
to criticize the local government if tendencies unsympathetic to
Germany reveal themselves. None of the Balkan Governments
would dare, save in some very serious case, to expel any of these
German newspaper correspondents. The German Minister would
be at the local F.oreign Office in five minutes if they did.
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